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President’s Message

Chris Auer

Here we are, December 2020. COVID has changed all of our
lives or at a minimum put a large part of our lives on hold. The
same can be said for the USC. So far the USC has not been able
to hold any district meets and recently the NPA has cancelled
NPA National in Louisville which eliminates our annual meet also.

The next few months look like they are going to pretty busy for
the USC. Here are a few of the activities that are planned:

eIn the last bulletin Brad Stuckey brought up the idea of
creating a few USC promotional items. With approval of the
executive committee Brad has ordered magnets and lapel
pins which should be available later this month. | hope you
find the items interesting and decide to purchase a few.
More details later in this bulletin from Brad.

*¢USC VIRTUAL SHOW, since we have had all of our meets
cancelled for this year the idea came up to hold a Virtual
show the first week of February 2021. More details will be
covered later in this bulletin

eIn the 1st USC Bulletin of 2021 nominations will be opened
up for the annual meet and judge along with new officers
and directors. The reason | bring this up now is that it would
be good to have some of the "newer” / "“younger” members
take over some of these roles, particularly as District
Directors.

As 2020 comes to a close let's take a look at how we have
done with the “initiatives” that were outlined in the first
bulletin of 2020.

*USC breeder's matrix was completed and is available on
the USC website

eJim Grober has volunteered to be the new member
program chairperson and has already reached out to some
of the new members that joined the USC in 2020.

Inside this issue:

Ron DeClement’s discussion on
Velvet Factor. Is it needed for good
colorin Black, Reds or Yellows?

The pictures on the right are
from the 2011 Saxon Color Pigeon
Show in Germany. Black and
Red Fullhead Swallows by Klaus
Hentschel. They show very good
color but, are they with Velvet
Factor? Maybe. Photos by Gary
Romig

Be There for

The USC Annual
Meet for

Atthe NP@QI in
Loui v% ntucky
Jan;;&, 29, 30, 2021

=

Ripper: judge

eMembership has climbed to over 60 members (let's keep
it going)
*A rough draft of the USC pamphlet has been put together

One new suggestion has been brought up by a couple of our
members is that since the muffs on our birds have been getting
larger and larger that we change our bands from a size 11 to a
12. Elliot and | have discussed this and decided that for 2021
the official USC bands will remain 11's BUT we will buy a limited
number for size 12's from the NPA and send 5 or 10 bands to the
members that buy the most bands and let them try them out
with the intent of gathering feedback in the May/June timeframe
and then make a decision on the direction that we go when
ordering bands for 2022.

In closing, 2020 has been a rough year in many ways.
Hopefully we all come out of it stronger and build for a positive
2021. The one thing we can all do as a team is to focus our
efforts on increasing our membership. | know that several of
us are rehoming birds across the country, please encourage
those people to join the USC and participate in our district
and annual meets starting in 2021. New members are the life
blood of any club and we need to encourage and nurture their
participation. Also, we have had several members not renew
their membership for various reasons, WE need to reach back
out to them and see if they will renew their membership and also
find out why they dropped out in the first place. A few examples
of members that have recently not renewed their membership
are: Lance Newman, Dave Holloway, Ray Kolinski, Mitch Slagle,
Freddy Moore, JR Miller, Lukas Smith, etc. If you know these
guys please reach out and invite them back.

Remember please send your 2021 dues and band orders to
Elliot Yeske as soon as you can.

Keep in touch and be SAFE, see you in 2021




From USC Secretary Elliot Yeske

Hello everyone, | hope this message finds all of you well. It
is that time of year again to renew your membership to the
United Swallow Club. Our dues are still $10 per year and we
will be selling club NPA bands again this year for 50 cents each
and $6 postage we have them in the 8 MM size for the clean

leg birds and 11 MM size for the muffed birds. Please get your
orders in early as some years we sell out of the bands. Also
members not renewed by March 15th will have to be dropped
from our membership list.

Stay safe everyone,

USC VIRTUAL SHOW

| have heard from many USC members that 2020 has
been a "downer” for a lot of reasons and that not having
many (if any) opportunities to show birds and rekindle the
competitive spirit has made times even more trying. During
those conversations the concept of having a Virtual show on
Facebook or some other social media platform like Zoom or
Microsoft teams has come up. This would at least give US a
chance to show off a few birds and more importantly give us
a distraction from the world we live in right now. So with the
concept that no idea is a bad idea we are going to try it. This
eventis in the developmental stages, below | have listed some
of the proposed show rules (subject to change).

e Entries are open to USC members only

® Entries will consist of 2 or 3 pictures per bird. Somehow
each picture will have to be identified with breeder
name and band number.

¢ A member can only enter 2 birds per type (black wb
fairy, red wb fairy on down the line). And no more than
10 birds total. Thoughts?

* “Show” dates will be Feb 6, 2021. Entries would have to
be sentin by Tues Feb 2, 2021.

¢ Judging is totally open for suggestions, right now | see
a couple of ways this could be done. First option would
be to have a panel of 3 judges (at least 1 would need to
be a certified judge) do all the judging like we normally
doin a live show or secondly a panel of certified judges
could rate the birds and the highest combined score
would determine the top birds in each class and those
“top” birds would be rejudged for Champion and class
winners.

e The USC would reserve the right to use any pictures
submitted for club purposes.

Obviously, there is a lot of work to be done to develop
the “real” show rules and most importantly | need help from
someone more knowledgeable than me on social media
platform options to help figure out how this would all work.

Dave Gazaway has already volunteered to make a Champion
award and | will put something up for best Black White Bar
Saxon (wing or swallow). If anyone else wants to put up an
award please let me know. It would be good to have awards
for each class of birds.

If you do not have a Facebook account and don't want one
but would like to enter a few birds let me know, you will be
able to email the pics to me or whomever volunteers to be
show secretary.

| have had a couple of members ask me how | can support
a “show” and judging that is using pictures since | am usually
very vocal after shows saying that it is unfair to criticize a rating
or a judges decision when looking at pictures online. The
difference with this event and a live show is very simple, a “live”
show is just that, the judges vision of the bird changes every
instant and a picture is just 1 instant in time not a compilation
of views over several minutes. In the case of this show the
judge and EVERYONE else will see the exact same instant in
time that is captured in the picture(s). And more importantly
this is just for FUN, a distraction during a long winter.

| will keep you up to date via email or facebook.

Chris Auer

Promotional Goodies
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I Black Il Black Il Black
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B Yellow 7510C Il Red 7421C

With the interesting year we all have faced, hopefully these
United Swallow Club collectibles will bring a smile to everyone's
faces. We ended up settling on three di?ferent pins and seven
unigue magnets. The Pins will go for $4 each or $10 for 3, while
the Magnets will run $2 each or $10 per set of 7. The magnets can
always be glued to non magnetic surfaces like carrying cases or in

highly visible areas around the loft, for a couple examples. These
items can be used as an inexpensive way to build interest in the
hobby by sharing an item or so with someone who is buying birds
from you, or as a fantastic gift for someone who collects pigeon
memorabilia. We only ordered a limited supply so please reach out
to Chris Auer, Elliot Yeske, or me soon to get your order placed!



(Velvet) Thuringer Wing Pigeon, Black Barless E-97 Jay
Beals. 2013 Pageant-photo by George de la Nuez

(Velvet) Saxon Wing Pigeon, Black White Bar HS-96 Bill
Griebel. 2013 Pageant-photo by George de la Nuez

The Velvet and Non-Velvet Swallow

Breeders of swallows and other breeds of color pigeons will
often select for the velvet factor in the colors of black, red and
yellow. The velvet factor is the result of grease quills that are
a yellowish colored firm quill found near the base of the tail
under the wing and sometimes spread almost to the shoulder
in some pigeons. This quill contains an oil somewhat similar
to the oil produced by the Uropygial Gland just above the
base of the tail. This oil is spread through the feathers during
preening. The purpose of the oil is believed to be for feather
maintenance. The biochemical composition of preen oil varies
among different species of birds but contains mostly medium
to long chain fatty acids. Grease quills are found in several
breeds of pigeons and this factor is not rare. In color pigeons
this oil adds a luster and more glossy shine to the feather. The
velvet factor makes the feather appear a somewhat darker
color by saturating the bloom on the feather with oil which is
similar to taking your 10-year-old golden haired daughter and
wetting her hair with oil or water. It will make her pretty blonde
hair instantly appear darker even though it is not. Hopefully
the child’s hair is not covered in pigeon bloom but the wetting
effect is the same as the oil from the grease quill having the

(Velvet?) Thuringer Wing Pigeon,Yellow White Bar by Leon Stephens.
2013 Pageant-photo by George de la Nuez

darkening effect on the feather. The velvet factor is dominant
in inheritance and the non-velvet factor is therefore recessive.
From the breeding experience of fanciers, it appears velvet
pigeons carrying the non-velvet recessive factor and will
produce non velvet birds. The velvet factor effects the color
of the entire bird and this includes the white feathers. When
breeding two pigeons both containing heavy velvet quills the
young do not appear as white as non-velvet pigeons with a
powdery bloom on their feathers.

The feathers are made of a protein called beta-keratin. This
gives the pigeon’s feathers the resilient structure they need to
last one year until the annual moltin the Autumn. Pigeons have
powder down feathers which are specialized feathers that
disintegrate into tiny particles of keratin forming an extremely
fine white powder, like baby powder, called bloom. This
powder has a smooth silky texture and adheres to the feathers
of the bird and is believed to aid in feather maintenance like
the preening oil. The bloom gives pigeons a silky feel to the
feathers which racing pigeon fanciers say is a sign of both
health and vitality and is therefore desirable in racing and
other flying breeds. This bloom being white alters the color of

(Non-Velvet) Saxon Wing Pigeon, Red White Bar 2020 hen from Gary
Romig



The Velvet and Non-Velvet swallow

the feathers by making them appear slightly
lighter on both the light pastel colors in
swallows of blue, ash red and cream and the
intense colors of black, red and yellow. This
bloom also coats every other surface in the
loft. Unfortunately, pigeon bloom is a highly
antigenic substance and is a contributing
cause to breeder’'s lung among pigeon
fanciers. Since this bloom floats in the air
and accumulates over the surfaces of the
entire loft it is for this specific reason all
pigeon fanciers should where a respirator if
they keep a large loft of pigeons unless the
ventilation is more than adequate. When
pigeons fly at night is easy to see the white
bloom in the air under a light.

What all this means of course is that the
pigeon carrying the dominant velvet factor
will appear somewhat darker than the
pigeon carrying the recessive non velvet
factor. It does not mean the velvet pigeon
has more intense color. As stated earlier,
the velvet quills add oil to the feathers
and darken the color by simply altering
the bloom on the feather. The competent
judge of swallows and color pigeons will
therefore be aware of this and judge the
two birds differently. The velvet bird will be
judged as a velvet and the non-velvet as a
non-velvet. This being said, the non-velvet
pigeon is equally competitive with the
velvet pigeon if the judge knows the colors
of black, red and yellow properly. Keeping
and breeding non velvet pigeons should
not be a deterrent because of the bloom
and many breeders will mate a velvet to a
non-velvet to avoid getting too much velvet
quill on the pigeon which as stated above
affects the quality of the feather and the
quality of the white color. The non-velvet
swallow has an appearance of its own
where it can be described the same as the
racing homer fanciers describe their birds.
The white color is bright and the entire bird
appears healthy and vibrant from the bloom
on its feathers which is the natural condition
of the pigeon.

When the breeders select their young, it
is best to evaluate each pigeon for what it
is and not compare velvet and non-velvet
pigeons. The fancier should evaluate each
pigeon for the quality of the color and the
overall quality of the bird. The non-velvet
swallow has its place in any swallow loft and
in any swallow show.

Looking at Velvet-pictures by Gary Romig
- A

My Red White Bar Saxon Wing Pigeons (Fairy Swallows) don't have very much of the Velvet
Factor in them. The hen above has none of the heavy feather shafts in the usual area.

This Red Fairy Swallow shows a slight amount of characteristic feather shafts of Velvet Factor.
The Red color on this bird is not any better then the bird above.

!

My Black Wing Archangels do have a good expression of Velvet Factor in the typical area.



Red Check Silesian Swallow YC has some Saxon Field Pigeon in his family

history but his parents are both miss-marked Swallows.

Red Check Saxon Field Pigeon YH is from mixed parents, a Red Bar Saxon
Field Pigeon mother and Red Check Silesian Swallow father.

Progress on my Red Check Project
By Gary Romig

For my Red Check Silesian Swallow project | have begun to mate up a couple of pairs like to two
birds in the photos shown above. Red Check Saxon Field Pigeon hens to Red Check Silesian Swallow
cocks. After several seasons of breeding these Red Check Swallows | have only two hens that are
very poorly marked. In the breeding from them | have only raised cocks some well marked and some
miss-marked. So, now | am paring like these two birds shown above. The Field Pigeon hens all have
pretty good type with larger muffs. The Silesian Swallow cocks have pretty good markings but lack
large enough muffs.

One weakness is see in both birds above is the color. They both seem to have a bluish tinge to the
red color. | have raised Red Check Field Pigeons with much better red color and | hope that from
these mating some of the good color will come. The bluish tinge perhaps indicates that these are
Reds (dominate) that carry Blue. But | have found that even the good colored Reds can carry Blue.
Several times | have raised beautiful Blue Checks from great colored Red Checks.



United Swallow Club Members December 2020

Rich Albrecht
516 W. 18th Ave. Oshkosh, WI 54902
918-424-8920 rlalbrecht@me.com ¢ 01/22

Ricky Arnold
1300 J.E. Woody RD. Springtown, CA 76082
Westsiderollers13@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

James Ashton
399 Farnum Pike Smithfield RI 02917
401-231-4709 James-ashton@live.com ¢ 01/21

Chris Auer
2603 Prairie Hollow Rd. Imperial MO 63052
auercg23@aol.com ¢ 01/22

Dave Averbeck
9432 Tiber Dr St. Louis MO 63123
314-260-9326 averbeck1979@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

Frank Bailey
21506 E. Lost Lake Road Snohomish WA 98296
360-668-1371 Frankbailey22@gmail.com ©01/21

Steve Ball
6379 Jamieson Ave. Encino, CA 91316
s4nature@aol.com *01/23

Horst Best
Birkenhof 65812 Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany

David Boudro
14264 N. Lewis Road, Clio, M1 48420

Larry Brown
7413 S,53rd St. Omaha NE 68157  01/21

Klaus Burkhardt
Teichstr. 34 04626 Schmolln Germany

Pedro Carrillo

512 Stratton Ridge Road

Clute TX 77531 979-418-2584
Jengirljeep7@gmail.com ¢ 01/22

Arnold Chaney
30544 Terrace View Ln. Valley Center CA 92082
a2chaney@aol.com ¢ 01/21

Rob Cranwell
318 Pacific Ave.
Ft. Lupton CO 80621 01/21

Mike Crook

6107 LLRoad Waterloo IL 62298
618-458-6454 Cell 618-340-3434
mpmlofts@htc.net ® 01/21

Georg Dauner
Hoherweg 6 87700 Memminggen-
Eisenburg Germany

George DelaNuez
2525 San Gabriel Way #104 Corona CA 92882
Goldenwesthomeimprovement@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

Ronald Declement

11179 Old Princess Anne Rd.

Princess Anne, MD 21853, 410-651-0256
declementr@verizon.net ¢ 01/27

Harley Denning
40444 Shimanek Bridge Drive Scio OR 97374
Harley@smt-net.com ¢ 01/21

Steve Dreitz
2102 West Street Pueblo, CO 81003
Steve.dreitz@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

Bert Eriksen 1 Lookout Lane, Ocala FL 34482
berteriksen@aol.com ¢ 01/21

Jesse Espinosa
5308 Hwy 17 So., Green Cove Springs FL 32043,
904-377-0477 Jesse.esp2009@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

David Gazaway
13747 S. Harness Cove, Herriman UT 84096
dkdgaz@aol.com ¢ 01/21

Brian Goodwin
PO Box 5172 Hobbs, NM 88241
bgoodwin1478@gmail.com ¢ 01/23

James Gratz
3149 E. 150 North Road Sigel IL 62462
Redschietti@yahoo.com  01/22

Bill Sr. Griebel
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy. ElMonte CA 91732
626-290-0038 griebel@worldnet.att.net ® 01/22

Jim Grober
W207 S6704 High Bluff Dr. Muskego WI 53150
2624441998 jcjpgrober@gmail.com ® 01/22

lan Head
15 Saracen Court Forestdale,Brisbane Qld. 4000
Australia saracenlofts@gmail.com

Kerry Hendricks
225ANE 40 Rd. GreatBend KS 67530
khendricks@ruraltel.net e 01/22

Dean High
4144 Clay Hill Road Waynesboro PA 17268
deanwhigh@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

Ted Hornung
820 Wisconsin St. Oswego KS 67356
620-778-2056 « 01/23

Barry Jennings
3161 Westview Dr. NE Solon IA 52333

Ben Kocken
Noordparallelweg 32 NL-570 A X Helmond
Netherlands benkocken@ziggo.nl

Julia Kohnemann
Albert Schweitzer Str 8 76316 Malsch Germany
jumbarbeito@online.de

Shawn Konrade 5367 Julian St.
Denver, CO 80221

Eric Kooker
P.O. Box 100 Quakertown PA, 18951,
215-536-8753, E_Kooker@msn.com ¢ 01/21

David Kozakiewicz
15402 West Austin Manchester MI 48158
734-649-4188 davek103@yahoo.com ® 01/21

Rudi Kreher
Pestalozzistr 4 64839 Munster Germany

Bernd Licht

54149 Range Road 205A Fort Saskatchewan
Alb T8L3Z2 Canada 780-998-4876
alterkeiler@mcsnet.ca * 01/22

Andrea Marinosci
Largo tenente Bellini 1 Roma 00917 ltalia
Andrea99mari@gmail.com

Frank McGuirk 6367 Candlewood Ct. Mentor
OH 44060  Frankmcguirk1@gmail.com 01/21

Cailin Monahan
399 Farnum Pike, Smithfield,RI 02917,
410-231-4709, Cmonahan4@msn.com ¢01/21

Perry Mueller
9836 Coventry St. St Louis, MO 63123,
314-631-3772, perrynsusie@charter.net ® 01/21

John Navant
1020 Terry St. Golden CO 80401
navant@hotmail.com ¢ 01/21

Axel Nestler
Haupstr. 112 09474 Walthersdorf Germany
Axel.nestler62@gmx.de

Peter Neuhofer
Kleinlehenstrasse 24 A-5102 Anthering, Austria
rosi.reichl@aon.at

Jenny Noble
512 Stratton Ridge Road Clute TX 77531
Jengirlieep7@gmail.com ¢ 01/22

Rebekkah Opatril
7421 WCR 51 Keenesburg CO 80643 ¢ 01/22

Rick Peters
3859 Black Hawk Trail NW Bemidji, MN 56601
319-269-0916 physicsczar@yahoo.com © 01/21

Kaylee Quattebaum
8727 S. Stillhouse Rd. Oak Grove MO 64075
Kns1995@hotmail.com ¢ 01/27

Ken Reid 200 Church Road, Orrtanna,PA 17353
®06/21

Andreas Reuter
Methewitz 5 04539 Groitzsch, Germany
saxonpigeon@aol.com

Kevin Reynolds
7 Bowness Street Town end Farm Sunderland
Sr54La England Kreynolds99@yahoo.co.uk

Jim Richards
9254 KLITBO Rd. North Augusta Ontario
KOGIRO Canada ® 06/21

Stephen Ripper
1195 W Sawmill Rd. Quakertown PA 18951
215-804-7796 Ripsky6@gmail.ccom ® 01/21

Wout Roelofs
Baron d'Osystr. 22 NL-6602 BlWijchen
Netherlands

Gary Romig
PO Box 152 Patagonia AZ 85624, 520 604-6338
garyromig@icloud.com ¢ 01/21

Hans Schipper
Hof van Bissinghe 3 NL 7642DB LG Wierden
Netherlands hans_schipper@hetnet.nl

Mike Schwellman
5442 South Taftway Littleton,CO 80127 ¢ 01/22

Ava Sieverding (junior),
43137 252nd St. Spencer SD 57374
John.Sieverding@k12.sd.us ® 01/21

United Swallow Club Officers for 2020-2022

Hunter Sieverding (junior)
43137 252nd St. Spencer SD 57374
John.Sieverding@k12.sd.us ® 01/21

Simon Skoczek
96-100 Skiemiewice Sobieskiego Route 13A/34
Poland szymon.skoczek@gmail.com

Ron Smith
9 North 40 Road Ponica, OK 74601, 580-363-9809
Ronsmith9809@gmail.come 01/22

Tim Starr
8804 Ft.Loudon Rd. Mercerburg PA 17236
717-328-9751 timstarr@comcast.net ® 01/22

Colby Starr
8804 Ft.Loudon Rd. Mercerburg PA 17236

Bryan Stephens
11329 Bentley ST. Riverside CA 92505
909-213-4712 ¢ 01/21

Leon Stephens
1022 2nd St Norco CA 92860
taubenls@yahoo.com ¢ 01/21

626-443-8314

Brad, Rachel Stuckey
13550 Hwy 28 E. Deville LA 71328, 318-792-8693
brad.d.stuckey@gmail.com * 01/22

Mike Swanson
4800 Road 23 Ft. Lupton CO80621,303-857-0985
cathybighorn@yahoo.com ¢ 01/23

Roberto Teti
733 Glen Willow Road Avondale PA 19311
hello@chenoamanor.org ¢ 01/22

Paul Van der Post
Van Bergen lJzendoornpark 29A 2801 AB
Gouda Netherlands

C.N.M. Van der Post
Methen 6a 6904 GN Zevenarr Netherlands

Greg Volzke

13115 W. 70th Juniata NE 68955

Cell 402-984-8981 Home 402-744-04961
gvolzke@christjuniata.org 01/21

Frank Walsh
5386 Fir Ave. Erie CO 80516, 303-828-2490
*01/21

Nathan Wayne
205 Rhode Island S. Minneapolis MN 55426
763-545-7313 nwaynel1947@gmail.com * 01/22

Gloria Weisgram
508 S 5th St. Moorhead, MN 56560,
gweisgram@gmail.com ¢ 01/21

Reiner Wolf
Annaberger Str. 38 09488 Schonfeld Germany
zfreinerwolf@aol.com

Dirk Wolfram
Bachgasse 3 07907 Schleiz-Oschitz Germany

Elliot Yeske
21649 State Hwy 108 Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net ® 01/21

Werner Zahn Wihelm Strasse 18 63179
Oberthausen Germany

President: Vice President: Secretary/Treasurer:
Chris Auer Gary Romig Elliot Yeske
2603 Prairie MollowRd. - pOBox 152,58 SonoitaDr. 21649 State Hwy 108
mp;{f 12-0308 Patagonia, AZ 85624 Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
il 520-604-6338 ejy@loretel.net
auercg23@aal.com GaryRomig@iCloud.com
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Corona, CA 92882 St Louis, MO 63123 Princess Anne, MD 21853 North Augusta Ontario Deville, LA71328 Deville, LA71328
georgedInuez@att.net 314-631-3772 410-651-0256 Canada KOGIRO 318-792-8693 318-792-8693
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